BIG DOGS BIG HEARTS RESCUE INC. 

Home Visit Guidelines

Please review the following Guidelines and Form prior to doing the home visit.  Big Dogs, Big Hearts Rescue Inc. (“BDBH”) believes that most of the guidelines and questions come from common sense and concern about finding the best possible home for a BDBH Rescued Dog. 

Please schedule the home visit when it is convenient for you, your fellow BDBH volunteer home visitor, if applicable*, and the potential adopter(s). Please keep in mind that it should be scheduled when the entire potential adoptive family is available to meet with you, i.e.; every person who lives in the home. It is critical that BDBH know how each person feels about bringing a Rescued Dog  into the family and how they react to the visiting dog. 

Please make every effort not to “read” questions and/or “record” answers.  It is acceptable to make a few notes to remind you of points you want to cover and then cover them in a conversational manner.  Please try and take notes only if the answers are specific and may be forgotten later. 

Please bring a well socialized dog with you on the home visit, preferably one of your own personal dogs.  As we believe this will provide a great deal of insight as to how the potential adopter(s) will interact with a Rescue Dog.  Watch how the potential adopter(s) react to the visiting dog - Do they pet him/her or talk to him/her? Or do they just ignore him/her? Do they allow the visiting dog to explore the home or is concern shown. Are there certain rooms or areas the visiting dog cannot enter? All of these reactions are priceless when trying to evaluate a potential adoptive home and cannot be determined through conversations or questions.  Please spend time with other animals in the family, if applicable, to see if they appear well-cared for/loved and social.

Most potential adopters will be more than happy to show you their home and point out how their new dog will be a part of the family. They will want you to see the new dog bed, where he/she will eat, the yard, etc.  As you walk around with the potential adopter(s), please make mental notes of safety related items such as the condition of the applicant’s fence or small items laying around that may be a danger to a dog.  Please be certain to check the condition of the fence or access to a swimming pool.  Remember that you need to see both the yard and the entire house and make mental notes.  Please do not take a potential adopter’s word for things.  We encourage you to a digital camera so other coordinators and foster homes can get an idea of what the yard, house, neighborhood and other pets look like.  The potential adopter is aware that the BDBH volunteers may bring a camera with them for such purpose.

If you observe/hear something you do not feel comfortable with, please detail the issue(s) for us.  If you feel comfortable to discuss the concern(s) with the potential adopters, please do so, otherwise, BDBH’s Home Visit Coordinator will handle appropriately. Handle the situation as best you can and in whatever manner makes you feel most comfortable.  BDBH values your input and wants to know what you observed and how you felt about the visit. 

Please do not tell a potential adopter whether or not they are approved to adopt a Rescued Dog from BDBH. The results of the home visit are only one part of the approval process. A BDBH’s Adoption Application Coordinator has checked references and conducted a telephone interview with the potential adopter. The Adoption Application Coordinator will put all of these things together to come up with a final decision on the approval of a potential adoptive home.  Please feel free to tell the potential adopter(s) at the start of the home visit that this is only one step in the approval process and that a BDBH’s Adoption Application Coordinator will contact them once the home visit report has been completed and reviewed. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY: Ask yourself this question: “Would I let this family adopt my beloved dog?”

*BDBH prefers to have a home visit conducted by two(2) BDBH volunteers, when possible.

BDBH THANKS YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO CONDUCT THIS HOME VISIT!!

BIG DOGS BIG HEARTS RESCUE INC. 

Home Visit Form

Name of Rescued Dogs Potential Adopter (s) are interested in (if known):

______________________________________________________________________________

Potential Adopters(s):

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

City/Town/Village/County/St/Zip: __________________________________________________

Date of Visit: ___________________________________________________________________

Home Check Conducted By: _____________ _________________________________________

I. THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Describe neighborhood:  (  ) Suburban    (  ) Urban/City   (  ) Rural/Farm

Would you consider the street to be "high-traffic?"    (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Would you be comfortable walking in this neighborhood?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Are there many children playing in the street/outdoors? (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Does the neighborhood seem to be dog friendly (i.e. are there other dogs in the neighborhood, what is the general atmosphere, are there places dogs aren't welcome)?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is there a busy/dangerous intersection located near the home? (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes: ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

II.
THE HOME

Is the Family Home a(n):      (  ) House  ( ) Duplex (  ) Condo  (  ) Apartment  ( ) Mobile Home?

 

Is the home clean/neat (not looking for immaculate)?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Does the home appear to be "dog friendly"? (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Did you see where the Rescued Dog would be kept when no one is home?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Did you see where the Rescued Dog would be kept at night?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Any other dangers: e.g. poisonous plants, chemicals within reach; garbage; rodent poison; power tools, etc.?      (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes: __________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

III.
THE YARD

Is the yard completely and adequately fenced?      (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain/Describe: _________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is there direct access from the house to the yard?     (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Does the yard appear to be "dog-safe?"  Look for hazards such as obviously poisonous plants, sharp lawn equipment, or an unfenced swimming pool (or pool w/o easy way to climb out, hard cover or safety alarm) ?     (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

If there is another pet in residence, is the yard cleaned of feces regularly?     (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is there adequate shade in the yard ?     (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Any evidence of tie-outs/outdoor kennels?  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Are there any dogs or other animals that live adjacent to this property?  If yes, do they appear hostile? (  )Yes   (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is there a lot of foot traffic near the yard where people have easy access to the dog? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes:  _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

IV.
THE FAMILY

Did you meet the entire family? (Including roommates and nannies, etc) (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Did any family member appear opposed to the adoption? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is the family open and friendly, and willing to talk to you? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Do they have unrealistic expectations from a Rescued Dog?  (For example, do they expect the Rescued Dog to be perfectly housetrained, not to chew, not to dig, to get along immediately with other pets.)? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Are there children living in the home? (  )Yes  (   ) No

  If so, are they well behaved and polite toward adults? (  )Yes  (   ) No 

  Do they act appropriately around dogs? (  )Yes  (   ) No

  Have they been taught not to poke, pull, and otherwise torment family pets? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes: __________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

V.
THE CURRENT PETS

Are there other pets currently in residence? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If applicable, please list all pets you met:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Are they clean and well fed? (Not obese, etc.) ? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Are they friendly?  (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Do they appear non-aggressive toward other dogs? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Are there pet toys in evidence? ? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

IF yes, type of toys: 

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Is there fresh water out? Is food left out all day? (  )Yes  (   ) No

Briefly Explain: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If you see other neighbors, don't hesitate to introduce yourself and explain that the applicants are applying for a dog to adopt, See if they will comment on how the other dog or past dogs/animals have been treated (or perhaps they had animals for short times that they did not tell us about)

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

VI.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Are there any special needs, unusual circumstances, or concerns we need to consider? (  )Yes  (   ) No

If yes, explain:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Would you feel comfortable leaving one of your own pets with this family?  (  )Yes  (   ) No 

If not, why?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes: (please indicate any recommendations you made to family, i.e. - fence repairs, etc. - so we can follow up on these suggestions).

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Please describe any additional information about the home environment that you feel is pertinent:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything in general or specifically that would cause you to feel uncomfortable about placing a Rescued Dog in this home?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

“Gut feelings” are considered important. Would you feel comfortable leaving your own dog in the care of this potential adoptive family? ________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION:

I/We recommend this family to adopt a BDBH Rescued Dog  (  )Yes   (   ) No

Explain (please use additional paper is necessary):: ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I/We do not approve of this home to adopt a BDBH Rescued Dog:

Explain (please use additional paper is necessary): ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I/We would approve this home to adopt a BDBH Rescued Dog with the following modifications to the home environment:

Explain (please use additional paper is necessary): ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s name: _______________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s signature: ____________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s email address: ________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s name: _______________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s signature: ____________________________________

BDBH Volunteer Home Visitor’s email address: ________________________________

If you have any questions prior, during or after the home visit, please feel free to contact Danielle Crawford  via email luvmyshepherds@verizon.net or telephone: 

Completed Form Returned To BDBH Home Visit Coordinator: Danielle Crawford 

Date: _____________________

Via Email Scan:     luvmyshepherds@verizon.net
OR

Via U.S. First Class Mail: 


Big Dogs, Big Hearts Rescue Inc. 

ATTN: D. Crawford – Home Visit Coordinator

47 Ashwood Avenue

Whitesboro, NY 13492

